
 

Dr. Townes is the first Andrew W. Mellon Professor of African American Religion and 
Theology at Yale University Divinity School and in the fall of 2005, she was the first 
African American woman elected to the presidential line of the American Academy 
of Religion (AAR). She served as president in 2008. Dr. Townes is also a founding 

member of the Initiative on Religion and Politics at Yale. 
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